Visiting Policy during H1N1 Pandemic
It is the responsibility of every individual unit to control for the number of visitors, according to this policy, and to ensure visitors understand that their privileges may be revoked if they do not adhere to hospital visiting policy. 

General principles

1. Limit the number of visitors to those essential for the well-being of the patient. 

2. Instruct visitors to remain in the patient’s room/bedside and avoid close contact with other patients/visitors. 

3. Instruct visitors to perform diligent hand hygiene when entering/exiting the patient’s room/bedside.

4. A single visitor, who is asymptomatic (absence of respiratory symptoms and/or fever), can visit with the patient at any time. 

5. Maximum of 2 visitors per patient, at any one time, between general visiting hours from 2:00 -8:00 PM for patients in a multi-bedded room is permitted.  For patients in a single room, more visitors may be permitted as long as they remain in the room and ensuring that patient care is not compromised. 
6. Children of any age may visit providing they have no respiratory symptoms or fever or other contagious illness but they must remain in the room and be supervised by an adult. 
7. Instruct visitors to go immediately to the patient’s room upon arrival to the hospital and to leave the hospital immediately at the end of the visit.
Visiting a patient with suspected/confirmed H1N1
If the patient has suspected/confirmed H1N1, the visitor must wear Personal Protective Equipment (mask, faceshield, gloves). Children should not visit. Under special circumstances, children may be permitted to visit after discussion with unit manager and IPC. Perform diligent hand hygiene when entering/exiting the patient’s room/bedside
Visitors with symptoms of respiratory or flu like illness
1. Symptomatic visitors should not visit. Under exceptional circumstances (i.e. patient is imminently dying), symptomatic visitors may be permitted to visit. This will be reviewed on a case by case basis by unit manager and IPC.
2. If a symptomatic individual is authorized to visit by the unit manager and IPC, they must:
a.  wear Personal Protective Equipment (mask, faceshield, gloves) 
b. remain in the patient’s room/bedside without any contact with other patients/visitors and without visiting public areas
c. Perform diligent hand hygiene when entering/exiting the patient’s room/bedside.
Critical care areas (ICU, NICU, and CCU) and Obstetrics

Must follow the same policy as above. Perform diligent hand hygiene when entering/exiting the patient’s room/bedside.
It is possible that entry points to the hospital will be set up for active screening of visitors. This may vary depending on the extent of influenza in the community.
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